[image: Macintosh HD:Users:clairetoms:Desktop:Screen Shot 2017-06-07 at 15.20.31.png]1.3B PREVENT POLICY


Written by: Claire Toms and Tina Alder                                                                          Date: 1.09.21 – reviewed 31.8.25


Policy Statement
The Counter Terrorism and Security Act (2015) places a duty on early years practitioners to ensure children are safe and not vulnerable to being radicalised or drawn into extremist behaviour which could lead to acts of terrorism.
This policy provides guidance for practitioners to:
· Recognise the signs of children who may be at risk
· Act appropriately if concerns arise
· Inform parents of our legal responsibilities under the Prevent Duty

Recognising Radicalisation and Extremism
What is Radicalisation?
· The process by which a person comes to support extremist ideologies.
· It is part of our wider safeguarding duty to protect children from harm and abuse.
· There is no single way to identify vulnerability—background, influences, online activity, or unmet needs can all play a part.
· Intervention at an early stage can prevent radicalisation.
What is Extremism?
· Vocal or active opposition to fundamental British values, including:
· Democracy
· The rule of law
· Individual liberty
· Mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths, beliefs and ethnicities

Our Setting’s Commitment
We will:
· Provide Prevent training for all staff so they can identify and respond to concerns.
· Promote fundamental British values through the EYFS curriculum, supporting children’s personal, social and emotional development.
· Carry out a formal risk assessment to identify risks of exposure to extremist influences.
· Ensure staff understand the risks and respond proportionately.
· Remain alert to the online risk of radicalisation via social media and the internet.
· Use the Key Person approach to quickly identify any changes in children’s behaviour, demeanour or personality.
· Respect family life but act swiftly if behaviour causes concern.
· Build effective relationships with parents/carers and families to spot concerns early.
· Work in partnership with the Hertfordshire Children’s Safeguarding Partnership (HCSP) and other agencies for support and guidance.

Staff Responsibilities
· All practitioners must be alert to signs that a child may be vulnerable to radicalisation.
· Use professional judgement to assess concerns, being aware that anyone, regardless of background, religion or ethnicity, may be at risk.
· Concerns should be recorded and reported in line with the setting’s safeguarding procedures.
· Where appropriate, referrals may be made to the Channel programme.

Procedure for Reporting Concerns
· Concerns should be raised immediately with the Designated Safeguarding Leads: Tina Alder or Claire Toms.
· They may contact:
· The local police force (dial 101 for non-emergencies)
· Hertfordshire Safeguarding Children Partnership – 0300 123 4043
· The Department for Education (DfE) Prevent Helpline – 020 7340 7264 / counter.extremism@education.gsi.gov.uk
· In an emergency, always call 999 or 112.

Channel Programme
· Channel provides early support to individuals at risk of being drawn into extremism.
· Referrals can be made by schools/settings where concerns are identified.
· Participation is entirely voluntary.
· Panels are run by local authorities with police involvement.
· More information: Channel Guidance – GOV.UK
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